Travel in a
World
What you need to know

Travel in a post-brexit world
As it stands, at the time of publication, the UK is set to leave the European
Union at the end of January 2020.

With some uncertainty still surrounding what will and won’t change, it is important to pre-empt
what potential impact this could have on travel.

We understand the intricacies of business travel. Here we look at a number of aspects of travel that
may affect you, from border control, passports and visas to hotels and healthcare when in Europe, we’ve
collated the information that counts. Whilst none of us know for sure what the effects may be, the
following is a good guide to help you prepare for business travel, after Brexit.

Your Post-Brexit Travel Checklist
Do you have more than 6 months on your passport?
Does your travel insurance cover any pre-existing medical conditions?
Do you have the applicable driving documents – IDP, GB sticker and insurance green card?
Have you allowed for extra time for passport and border control delays?
Have you confirmed your data roaming with your mobile operator?
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Please note: The following information is for guidance only and not legal advice. Please refer
to the gov.uk website for any official updates from the UK Government and the latest advice.

Visas & Border Control
Leaving the EU will of course have a number of effects on travel,
but one of the biggest challenges will be border control and how
UK and EU citizens will travel inside and out of EU countries.
As part of the transition period, lasting up until 31st December
2020, the European Commission is currently saying that
British citizens won’t need a visa to travel to EU countries.
From 2021, travellers will need to apply for an ETIAS
(European Travel Information and Authorisation System)
visa waiver. Similar to the American ESTA and costing
around £6, this should be valid for several years.

Part of our
service includes
advising on and
arranging
visas & passports

Allow extra time when travelling through airports in particular. Also allow for
additional time for any transfer pick ups once you reach your destination, in
case there are larger queues than anticipated and opt for flexible bus and
train tickets for onward journeys so you don’t miss connections.

Passports
Travelling after Brexit might mean you need to renew your British
passport earlier than expected. On your day of travel you will
need at least 6 months left on your passport and it must be less
than 10 years old. Not renewing in time may mean you are unable
to enter many EU and non-EU countries.
Bear in mind it takes around 3 weeks to renew a passport, with
a premium service also available for a faster turnaround (this
will cost more). If you are required to travel regularly for work
and often at short notice, it pays to be organised and renew your
passport in plenty of time, sometimes this means renewing it
earlier than normal.

You can check the validity of your passport for
travel to Europe HERE using the gov.uk tool.

© Copyright Medway Travel 2019 | Medway Travel is part of CT Travel Group Ltd | 8-9 Orchard Business Centre, North Farm Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. TN2 3XF

www.medwaytravel.co.uk

Air travel
The good news is, air travel should see minimal disruption. Upon
exiting the EU we will enter a transition period, which will mean
everything stays the same until 31st December 2020. This
means that UK airlines will still be able to operate flights
between the UK and EU, with the UK Government offering
similar assurances to EU airlines.

Whilst there shouldn’t be issues with the airlines themselves, we do still advise extra travel time to
be allowed for when travelling through an airport, in case of delays at border and passport control.

Hotels
UK citizens travelling to the EU shouldn’t
encounter any issues when it comes to hotels
and accommodation. There were concerns
around UK hotels struggling with bookings,
however leading accountancy firm BDO have
released data suggesting occupancy rates are
on the rise and the hotel industry is looking
buoyant.
If you are booking a hotel near a major
port, be aware they may be booked up
or rates may be higher. Try and book in
advance.

Our team can find
solutions to problems
with high occupancy
and Room rates,
through our tailored
hotel programmes
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Rail
After Brexit, rail services both domestic and
international should run as usual. The UK
Government and Department for Transport are
working closely to ensure this is the case.
It is worth noting that the Euro Tunnel Le Shuttle has
confirmed the tunnel will remain open due to the Treaty
of Canterbury, which was signed by France and the UK,
allowing for frictionless travel through the tunnel up until
2086.

If you are travelling internationally via rail, do build in a bit of
extra time for border and passport control.

Healthcare & Travel Insurance
Currently all EU citizens have access to state medical care when travelling within the EU with the
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC). The government has suggested that they intend on keeping the
EHIC or a similar healthcare scheme.
It is still important to take out good quality travel insurance that has adequate medical cover and
most importantly covers any pre-existing medical conditions you might have, whilst these details are
confirmed.
If you are travelling around January 2020, it is advisable that you get travel insurance that can cover
possible travel disruption that may occur due to Brexit.

If you travel frequently for work, it might make sense to take out an
annual travel insurance policy as it could save you money.
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Driving abroad
Prior to Brexit, full UK driving licence holders don’t require any
additional licenses to drive in the EU. After Brexit, UK drivers
may require an International Driving Permit (IDP) to drive
legally in the EU.
These permits aren’t expensive at £5.50 and are
obtained directly from the Post Office. Many
countries will require an IDP, and some may not, but
it is always best to check. You might also require
several permits as one may not cover you for all
of your destinations. To check the requirements
of your trip, click HERE at gov.uk.
The UK Government also advise that you will need to display a GB
sticker on your car when driving in the EU, even if you have a GB
identifier on your number plate.
You will also require a motor insurance green card when driving in the EU, which
you can request from your insurer 1 month before you travel. If your insurance
renews during your trip, you will need multiple green cards. If in doubt, contact your insurer to check
the requirements for your destinations.

Driving in the UK - motorways
Whilst rules for driving in the UK will not change, there may be long delays on several motorways heading
towards key ports, in particular Dover. Delays at border and passport controls might cause heavy
traffic. Plans have been put in place, such as Operation Brock to help ease congestion on the M20 and
surrounding roads, but the impact and effectiveness is unknown.

Heidi Skinner, Policy & Public Affairs Manager from the FTA says:

“With the potential for disruption to the Kent road network after Brexit it is advisable
for drivers to plan ahead and ensure they have adequate fuel, food and water for their
journeys and take rest stops before entering Operation Brock.”

It is advised to check traffic alerts before your journey and to avoid small country lanes and single track
roads which may become blocked due to sat navs sending high volumes of traffic down these alternate
routes.
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Mobile usage & data roaming charges
Surcharge-free data roaming in the EU may become a thing of the
past when the UK leaves the EU, due to operators no longer
being obliged to offer this as a free service.
Whilst it is dependent on each individual UK operator
to decide on the charges, they will be guided by the
fees placed on them by European operators to provide
them with roaming services. With the rate for this
no longer regulated, the charges could be sizeable,
which would more than likely be passed onto the
mobile user.

If you are travelling after Brexit, we would recommend checking
charges with your mobile operator before you depart and if you
are using a company mobile, you should check your corporate mobile
phone policy. If you are unsure, it is best to turn off data roaming and use
WIFI where possible.

Ferries & Ports
Ferries should still run as usual as many
of the rules under which they operate are
international and not EU based. However,
there may be delays at ports, so allowing
additional time for travel is advisable.
As discussed under the Driving in the UK
section, delays at ports could result in heavy
traffic on motorways and adjoining roads and
areas. It is best to check traffic before you leave
and allow for extra travel time.
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medway Travel
guiding you through your journey
Medway Travel is a Global Travel Management Company, headquartered in the UK and supported by
key strategic partners around the world. With more than 31 years in the travel industry, our team of
expert Travel Consultants are on hand to make your journey as smooth as possible. We can arrange all
aspects of your business travel and through our proactive and inquisitive nature we ensure every last
detail is thought of, no matter how big or small the journey. Our high levels of personal service prove
invaluable to our clients, especially during times of uncertainty surrounding Brexit. Let our team be an
extension of yours and partner in providing cost efficient and smart travel procurement.

Control & CAre

Cost Saving

In a time of great uncertainty, a sense of control
is vital and supports you in your duty of care
towards your travellers. Medway Travel will
keep you in control of your travel requirements,
even when there are major question marks
around Brexit. We are proactive in our personal
approach and work to pre-empt any disruption
and create solutions if anything should go
wrong. With traveller tracking, alerts and
support available 24/7, 365 days a year, your
travellers are never alone, wherever they are
in the world and whatever time zone they find
themselves in.

Brexit has caused uncertainty in many
industries and markets, which means protecting
profits has never been more important for
businesses. We have access to the best
fares for air travel and our Account Managers
can work with you to create a tailored hotel
programme to negotiate and secure excellent
rates on accommodation on your behalf. We will
always offer a range of travel recommendations
to suit your business objectives and are on
hand to advise where savings can be made
through our hands-on account management and
extensive reporting.

Global power
We have the international buying power and industry affiliations required to remain competitive globally,
whilst maintaining our key value – personal service. Access to global buying power and procurement in
local markets means you get the best fares available and we can support you in your travels in Europe
and the rest of the world.
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Contact US
LET OUR TEAM OF TRAVEL
EXPERTS HELP YOU TO
NAVIGATE BREXIT

01892 608 260

www.medwaytravel.co.uk
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Opening up new market opportunities in a post-Brexit world
Pathfinder Trade and Invest is part of CT Travel Group and are experts
in overseas trade missions and helping businesses to explore and open
up opportunities in new markets.
When there is uncertainty in Europe, why not explore business
opportunities further afield.

Explore the Trade Missions that we
have planned for 2020 HERE

Find out more about our trade missions and events at our website or call the team on

01892 575 698

www.pathfindertradeandinvest.com

